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A Tribute to Paul Moritz 
By Mark Rosengren 

  

When I first met Paul some years ago, I 
thought he was a pretty cool guy. Little did I 
know we would become fast friends, sharing 
the same love for work, snowboarding 
together in Colorado, or boating on Twin 
Lakes in the summer. It was probably on 
some chair lift ride that the subject of 
Construct came up. It would have, inevitably, 
because Paul was a people person. He had a 
natural inclination for gathering people 
together and the more I got to know him, the 
more I learned about the countless number of 
people he helped through small and large acts 
of intervention. Caring for those in need was 
personal and immediate for Paul and here was 
an organization that focused on social action 
and social justice by helping people with housing needs. 
    
It did not take much convincing for Paul to join the board and it was 
great to have him as my “buddy”. Together we made a formidable 
team, working on and chairing committees, soliciting underwriters for 
various functions, a veritable “dynamic duo” and sharing laughs along 
the way. He had a natural talent for reaching out to donors and 
inspiring people about the work of Construct. His personality was 
contagious and it was hard for potential donors to say no to Paul. For 
what Paul did, he did with passion. In fact, it was Paul who first 
introduced us to our extraordinary board president, Elizabeth 
Rosenberg. 
There is so much I, and many of us, will miss about Paul. How can one 
forget his way of coming into a meeting and 'sprawling' himself at 

one end of the board table. How he would 
look around and smile that infectious smile 
of his at each person with whom he made 
contact. The feeling of being special was a 
gift he gave to so many people. 
  
Continued on page 2 

  

 

 

  

Paul with Mark Rosengren 

Paul with Anita Schilling and Suzanne Crerar 
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A Tribute to Paul Moritz Continued from page 1 

I am reminded constantly of Paul and as a new season approaches, 

there are many more instances that remind  me of how much I miss 

him. I can’t believe we weren’t hanging out together at MayFest, 

experiencing the excitement of a groundbreaking event, having dinner 

together, or just seeing him pull up to the dock on Twin Lakes. There 

are exciting things happening at Construct these days and I know he 

would have been  enthusiastic and supportive of all the exciting things 

that are taking place. 

 Paul was larger than life with a spirit to match. It was our 

good fortune to have been blessed with so many wonderful days in 

his presence. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Construct in Paul’s 

memory 

MayFest 2017 

On Monday, May 8th, Construct celebrated 

MayFest, our annual 

tasting event with a 

record number in 

attendance, bringing us 

very close to our goal 

of $80,000. 

 

MayFest continues to be a delicious and fun way for the 

community to show their support of Construct and 

to taste all the delicacies the South Berkshires has 

to offer. This evening of 

culinary delights helps to 

bring the community 

together in celebration and 

allows our neighbors to get 

a better 

understanding 

of Construct. 

Construct’s honoree was the Jane and Jack 

Fitzpatrick Trust for the generosity and support of 

Construct, and the Southern Berkshire region. 

 

 

     Elizabeth Rosenberg with Casey Fitzpatrick 

          Michael Alper with Ellen Rudley 

Steven Picheny, Representative Smitty 

Pignatelli and  Toby Levine 

Elizabeth and Gene Rosenberg with Paul 
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It started with a brick… 

The vision of affordable housing for everyone crystalized for 

Construct with Mayfest 2015 and “The House that Ernie Built”. 

Virtual bricks were sold that laid the foundation for Forest Springs 

and future housing developments. Over 50 people have bought 

bricks over the years and we see that same type of vision taking 

Forest Springs from meeting basic needs to building community –

one brick, one family at a time. 

Thanks to many funding sources including Great Barrington 

Community Preservation Act, The Federal Home Loan Bank, Mass 

Housing, Facilities Consolidation Fund The Affordable Housing 

Trust Fund, Berkshire Bank, The Jane & Jack Fitzpatrick Trust 

and many generous private donors, Construct is ready to begin 

construction on Forest Springs, soon. 

However, to make Forest Springs truly energy efficient, durable 

and desirable over the long haul, we have additional goals to meet. 

The adjacent partial wish list* outlines some of those goals that can 

be achieved in large lump sums or one ceiling fan at a time. Please 

consider making a meaningful donation to make these apartments into 

homes for new neighbors. 

*For complete wish list go to: www.constructinc.org,  or mail a check to 

Construct at 41 Mahaiwe Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230    

Stay posted for our ongoing Brick Campaign 

 

Construct GED/HiSET Student Ishmail McGougain Quote: 

“It meant a lot to get my diploma without the help of my high school, because the 

people at that school only cared about straight A students, not so much about the 

people who weren’t doing quite as well. Getting my GED means a lot to my 

mother — It shows her that I know how to be serious when it’s necessary.  

To me, getting my GED means that , like Malcolm X said, “I am capable beyond 

measure.”  There is no more room to be afraid — I know I can do what I gotta do.”                                                                                                                                    

Graduate of Construct’s Adult Education Program Ishmail McGougain 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Solid Core Doors   $7492.00 

     Per Building      $2497.00 

     Per Unit     $681.00 

     Per  Door     $150.00 * * 

Dishwashers   $6400.00 

     Per Dishwasher      $582.00 * 

Ceiling Fans   $5650.00 

     Per Building      $1885.00 

     Per Unit      $515.00 

     Per Fan                     $190.00 * 

For the complete list of items needed please visit our 

website at:www.constructinc.org   

* notes items purchased to date 

Some of Construct Board members. From left to right: John 

James, Evan Hardcastle, Elizabeth Rosenberg, Michael Alper, 

Sara Koffman, Jane Ralph, Janet Zimmerman, Mark 

Rosengren, and Susie Weekes Roeder 



Construct, Inc. 

41 Mahaiwe Street 

Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 WALK 2017 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2017 

REGISTRATION AT 12:30  - WALK STARTS AT 1:00  

    START POINT : SKI BUTTERNUT 

 

 

Construct’s Wish List 

    

 Twin bed sheets 

New bed pillows 

Coffee mugs and flatware 

Dishwasher 

Volunteers for various tasks 


